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Freezer manifesto 2024

Let it be resolved that we should try to keep our cold storage more organized.

In December 2023 we did a big 4C clean out and disposed of expired media reagents.

In January we did -70C defrost, service of the coolant system, filters and battery. We switched to energy saver setting!

In February 2024 we finally did a -20C defrost and organization, and a -70C organization

Rack layouts are described here.

We will try to keep this up going forward!

Some guiding principles to make this manageable/maintainable

1. break down media kits and cloning kits into 81-position boxes of components so that we can see what we have. Post lists of as-sold components so we 
can track what we need to pull per protocol.

2. use kit components in lot and expiration date order!

3. use small remainders of material before starting new tubes, but if freeze-thawed more than 2x, keep moving toward the next expiration date.

4. write clear labels on plates! dates, chip IDs, sample details are helpful, as are standardized names for common cloning intermediate sample types.

5. use short deep well plates for storage when possible as they save space!

6. if labeling a DWP on tape, also be sure to label on the plastic - tape can fall off in the freezer!

7. we can link benchling entries to inventory entries, and that's really beautiful :)
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These are linked to electronic lab notebook 
(benchling) entries! So nice!


